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Abstract

The book History of the Patriarchs
by Sawirus ibn al-Muqaffa“ is one of the
key sources relied upon by researchers
studying Islamic Egypt during the
Middle Ages. Often referred to as The
Lives ofthe Patriarchs or The History of
the Patriarchs of the Egyptian Church
by Sawirus ibn al-Mugaffa“ and Others,
this work was initially perceived as a
purely ecclesiastical chronicle. Since
Sawirus and subsequent historians
primarily documented the history
of the Coptic Church’s patriarchs,
scholars initially assumed that it was
unrelated to Egypt’s broader history.
However, later studies revealed its
significant value for understanding
both Egypt’s history and the status of
dhimmis (non-Muslim communities)
during the medieval period. Despite
uncertainties surrounding the identity
of Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘, he is believed to
have been a Coptic scribe who lived
in the 10 century during the Fatimid

era. His full name remains unknown,
oWl slazel 18 488 (du oSl asylad
oo gty by 3 dSHladl gyl
Laal QLS 13g) o U3 sy o oS
Jal g)lg yo0 gyl B el 85,8
swdll yoasll Q_9 lgd 4ol
13l 3] dwds 2 gy é.'\_ll Jlowdlg
o sl S| @Sladl goslin o

but he is thought to have served as a
secretary to the patriarch and may have
held an administrative position within
the Coptic Church. His book is one
of the earliest records preserving the
history of Coptic patriarchs from Saint
Mark the Evangelist to the Fatimid
period. It provides a detailed account
of the challenges faced by the Church,
ranging from persecution by Muslim
rulers to internal theological conflicts.

The book offers valuable insights
into the relationship between the
Coptic Church and Muslim caliphs,
documenting issues such as taxation
and incidents of religious persecution.
It highlights different

coexistence and oppression, including

phases of

the hardships endured by Copts under
some Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs,
followed by periods of improved

conditions under certain Fatimid
rulers.
Keywords: Egypt, Christians,

Egyptian Church, History of Patriarchs,
Copts
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